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Welcome to the system! Would you like 
to publish or perish?

u We have an academic system where 
researchers are forced to enter into a 

publication-based economy dictated by 
commercial values.

u The mantra ‘publish or perish’ is dead, 
replaced by ‘publish and perish’ due to 
under-funding and competitiveness in 
climbing the academic career ladder.
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https://royalsociety.org/~/media/Royal_Society_Content/policy/publications/2010/4294970126.pdf



Those who want to create, 
explore, and innovate are 
stifled and chased out the 

system.

The status quo lives on in 
perpetuity.

Science suffers.

The result: the present system
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Being a scientist vs. being an academic
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Which side do you want to choose..?

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/blog/good-
scientist-or-successful-academic-you-cant-be-both



Being unconventional can help you 
succeed

Jon Tennant, @protohedgehog



Open Access enhances your career in a 
citation- or-publication based economy

http://f1000research.com/articles/5-632/v3
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Your career 
and reputation

Open 
Science
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Your career 
and reputation

Open 
Science
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Absolutely whoppingly 10000% essential

https://elifesciences.org/articles/16800Jon Tennant, @protohedgehog



The Gimli effect: Certainty of death? Small 
chance of success? What are we waiting for!

u You might as well be a kick-ass scientist 
and go out with a bang! 

u Spoiler alert: Forget about playing the 
academic game, because you’re 
probably not going to have a career as a 
researcher anyway! (it’s just statistics)

u And that’s totally okay.

u Don’t be #bulliedintobadscience
(http://bulliedintobadscience.org/)

u So manage your reputation online in a 
way that is suitable for a multitude of 
different potential careers.

Jon Tennant, @protohedgehog



Favourite tools - Twitter
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Pros: Fast, community, news feed, customised
Cons: People can be a bit feisty, terrible for discussions



Favourite tools - Publons
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Pros: Get credit for peer reviews! 
Cons: Dictated by publisher policies, not author rights



Favourite tools - ImpactStory

Jon Tennant, @protohedgehog

Pros: Fun, integrated, simple 
Cons: Slight chance of being Rick-rolled..



Favourite tools - Altmetric
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Pros: Track usage, new collaborations, diverse, great donuts
Cons: Don’t look at the number



Favourite tools - ScienceOpen
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Pros: Academic playground, integrated, built on a search engine
Cons: You might have to talk to me at some point



Scienceopen profiles
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Scienceopen author-level metrics
1: Context
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Scienceopen author-level metrics
2: Citations
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Scienceopen author-level metrics
3: Views
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Scienceopen author-level metrics
4: Altmetrics
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Summary

u Choose wisely and have a strategy

u Make sure to promote your work, not 
yourself

u No one-size-fits-all

u Have a personality

u Treat online interactions the same as 
real-life ones

u Don’t be a dick

u ScienceOpen is awesome
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“It's a dangerous business, Frodo, going out 
your door. You step onto the road, and if 
you don't keep your feet, there's no 
knowing where you might be swept off to.”
- Bilbo Baggins, Nature


