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• A little housekeeping

• Tips for using Altmetric data and tools to improve grant 

applications

• Q&A

What we’ll cover



• The webinar is being recorded.

• Registrants will receive a link to the recording tomorrow.

• All attendees are currently muted.

• Technical issues? Please send the “host” a private chat for assistance.

• Questions? Type them into the chat box for Q&A at the end.

Housekeeping



• Talk about the importance of your work

In most grant applications...



• Narratives for planned research, rooted in past 
experience

Typically provide...



• Showcase the impact of past work?
• Explain public influence of your research?
• Characterize non-traditional scholarly impact?
• Explain the impact of recently published works?

How can you...

Altmetrics!



Citations
Often slow to accrue

(2-5 years)

ALTMETRICS
Immediate

View early feedback
Use altmetrics to discover attention research is receiving online in real-time



Citations
Good at showing only a 

specific kind of scholarly 
interest

ALTMETRICS
Shows influence on 

policy, society, doctors, 
and more!

Find broader impacts
Use altmetrics to learn where your work has made a difference in the world



Forming a narrative
Use altmetrics to describe the reach and impact of your work

Use Altmetric Explorer to search your research outputs and start building 
context around the “real world” uses of your work. 

Consider investigating:

● Policy mentions
● Mass media mentions
● Patent mentions
● Social media mentions



Patent citations

A Randomized, Controlled Trial of Surgery for Temporal-Lobe Epilepsy



Patent citations

A Randomized, Controlled Trial of Surgery for Temporal-Lobe Epilepsy



Patent citations

A Randomized, Controlled Trial of Surgery for Temporal-Lobe Epilepsy



Policy citations

A Randomized, Controlled Trial of Surgery for Temporal-Lobe Epilepsy



Policy citations

A Randomized, Controlled Trial of Surgery for Temporal-Lobe Epilepsy



“This work has been established as foundational knowledge 
regarding best practices for surgical treatment of temporal 
lobe epilepsy, as evidenced by citations in 4 international 
policy documents including the World Health Organization 
and citations in patent applications to expand treatment 
options using BOTOX treatments.”

Forming a narrative
Use altmetrics to describe the reach and impact of your work



Mass media attention 

Obesity Discrimination in the Recruitment Process: 
“You’re Not Hired!” 



“My work on obesity discrimination during the hiring 
process has garnered widespread attention in the mass 
media, including 3 stories on BBC News and 2 in Forbes, 
revealing the widespread appeal of this work from the 
general public to business-focused audiences. Additionally, 
this attention demonstrates that the results of my work are 
directly reaching the people that this discrimination 
impacts, reinforcing the public interest in my work and the 
importance of continued research in this area.” 

Forming a narrative
Use altmetrics to describe the reach and impact of your work



Policy citations

The influence of hospital ward design on resilience to heat waves: An 
exploration using distributed lag models



“This research informed the ‘Hospitals’ section of the Red 
Cross Red Crescent Climate Center Heatwave Guidelines for 
Cities. Per our research, this guidelines recommends 
reviewing building orientation, materials, exterior shading, 
and structural density in order to increase resilience during 
heatwaves and decrease the internal temperature of the 
buildings during periods of extreme heat. ” 

Forming a narrative
Use altmetrics to describe the reach and impact of your work



Policy citations

Rapid Declines in Age Group–Specific Rotavirus Infection and Acute Gastroenteritis 
Among Vaccinated and Unvaccinated Individuals Within 1 Year of Rotavirus Vaccine 
Introduction in England and Wales



Using altmetrics in references
Use altmetrics to describe the reach and impact of your work

Grant Application
Supporting References

1. Rapid Declines in Age Group–Specific Rotavirus Infection and Acute 
Gastroenteritis Among Vaccinated and Unvaccinated Individuals Within 
1 Year of Rotavirus Vaccine Introduction in England and Wales. The 
Journal of Infectious Diseases, 213(2), 243-249, January 2016. RCR: 5.62; 
Cited in 23 weekly Public Health England norovirus reports (Dimensions; 
Altmetric)

2. Effectiveness of oral rotavirus vaccination in England against 
rotavirus-confirmed and all-cause acute gastroenteritis Vaccine X, March 
2019. Cited in Pediatric News (Altmetric)

3. Replication of human noroviruses in stem cell–derived human enteroids
Science, 353(6306), 1387-1393, September 2016. RCR: 112; Top 4% of 
papers published in Science (Dimensions; Altmetric)



How Altmetric tools can 
help



The Altmetric Explorer for 
Institutions



The Altmetric Explorer for 
Institutions

- Search by funder - Explore and report on the 
attention for yours and other institutions 
funded work 

- Explore the entire Altmetric database - 
Uncover publications to include in your grant 
application

- Uncover attention highlights and trends - 
Perform batch searches within the Explorer 
and click through to see attention highlights 



Follow Us
For more learning opportunities

YouTube youtube.com/Altmetric

FigShare altmetric.figshare.com

SoundCloud soundcloud.com/altmetric

iTunes Search for ‘Altmetric podcast’



Questions?
support@altmetric.com



The Altmetric Donut and 
Attention Score in context



What does the donut represent? Mention type Weight Points

News 8  

Blogs 5  

Twitter 1  

Facebook 0.25

Sina Weibo 1  

Wikipedia 3

Policy Documents 
(per source) 3

Patents 3

Q&A 0.25

F1000/ Publons/ 
Pubpeer 1

YouTube 0.25  

Reddit/Pinterest 0.25  

LinkedIn 0.5



Altmetric Attention Score
Putting the score in context

But how do I 
use the 
score?



Altmetric Attention Score
Putting the score in context

But how do I 
use the 
score?

Avoid listing standalone Altmetric 
Attention Scores in grant applications 
and on CVs. 

Consider adding additional context 
about what the scores indicate. 


