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• Basics of altmetrics
• The sources Altmetric is tracking
• The Altmetric Attention Score
• The Altmetric Details Page
• Badges Toolkit

The session is being recorded. Slides will be sent out. 
Ask questions in the Q&A box!

Agenda



ALTMETRICS 

Indicators* of non-traditional attention and 
engagement with digitally published research 
and scholarship.

*Complementary to citation-based indicators



Most stakeholders that research is meant to reach do not publish or do 
research. They do talk about research.

Altmetric uncovers who they are...



For authors
• Getting their work seen 

and read
• Evidencing broad reach and 

influence
• Securing new funding
• Deciding where to publish
• Finding collaborators
• Prioritizing what to read

Challenges

For publishers
• Making informed business 

decisions
• Adding value for readers, 

authors, and subscribers
• Demonstrating importance 

of content
• Aligning goals with scholarly 

communities



Citations
Often slow to accrue

(2-5 years)

Altmetrics
Immediate



Sources we track

Policy documents

News

Blogs

Twitter

Facebook

Wikipedia

Faculty Opinions

Peer Reviews

Videos

Patents

Q&A (Stack Overflow)

Reddit

Historical sources

Sina Weibo Syllabi Google+ LinkedIn Pinterest



What does the score represent?



Context is key

Look at what people are 
saying, not just at the 
numbers

Attention ≠ positive impact 
or quality



Not all attention is positive attention! 



Specificity of the comparative skin test for 
bovine tuberculosis in Great Britain

Journal of the British Veterinary Association, 
September 2015

Mentioned in 34 policy documents from the UK Government, 
including:
● Bovine TB Strategy Review 
● Bovine tuberculosis in England in 2018: Epidemiological analysis 

of the 2018 data and historical trends

Look past the score



• AAAS
• ACS
• BMJ Open
• University of Michigan Press
• Badge designer at altmetric.com

Examples of Badges

https://spj.sciencemag.org/journals/bdr/2020/1016207/
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsnano.0c03972
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/7/4/e013384
https://www.fulcrum.org/concern/monographs/jq085n03q
https://www.altmetric.com/products/altmetric-badges/


Badges Toolkit
This toolkit consists of:

● Author guide - helps authors get started with Badges
● Editor guide - helps editors get started with Badges
● Sample web page text - this is a good place to start if 

you’d like to create a landing page with information 
about the Altmetric Badge on your website.

● Badge positioning guide - information about where to 
put the Badges on your site

● Badge Details Page video - orients your 
authors/editors to data they have access to once they 
click on the Badge

● Details Page guide - an image dissecting the ‘anatomy’ 
of a Details Page

Example webpage

https://altmetric.figshare.com/collections/Badges_Toolkit/6036803
https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/research-impact/how-to-measure-research-impact/


Questions?


